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PREFACE 



AS we understood from the Chairman, Archdeacon Lambert, 
that the Public Libraries Committee would not publish 
particulars of the recent Andrew Marvell Celebrations, it 
seemed desirable that such a record should be made, and the 
East Riding Antiquarian Society is therefore issuing the following 
account so that this important historical event should not fail 
adequately to be recorded . The description appears in the annual 
volume of the Society's Transactions, but it is felt that there 
may also be a demand for the record in a separate form. 

We are indebted to Sir Albert Rollit, K.B., LL.D., for 
the excellent description of the proceedings of the Yorkshire 
Society of London in connection with the matter, to Mr. Frank 
Noble Wood for the poem which he specially prepared for this 
occasion, and to the Editor of " The Tramway and Railway 
World" for the loan of the block on Plate L 



T. Sheppard, 

Editor. 



March, 1922. 



(I be BuDrew fIDarvell tercentenary (Telcbratione. 

AN event of considerable historical importance oc- 
curred in Hull on March 31st, 1921, in commemor- 
ation of the tercentenary of the birth of Andrew 
Alarvell. The movement commenced at the instigation 
of the Hull Public Libraries Committee, subsequently 
the aid of the Museums Committee was invoked, and 
eventually a public exhibition was held at the Wilber- 
force Historical Museum, High Street, which formed a 
perfect setting for the numerous Marvell exhibits 
gathered from all parts of the country ; a catalogue of 
which was prepared by Messrs. W. H. Bagguley and T. 
Sheppard, M.Sc. (Hon. Secretaries to this Committee), 
with a foreword by Archdeacon Lambert. The cata- 
logue, consisting of 36 pages, had a ready sale, and 
contained descriptions of several hundred specimens, 
including the most complete set of portraits of Marvell 
and his contemporaries ever gathered together. In 
addition, large numbers of boolvs and letters from the 
collections at the Public Library, the Museum, and the 
Record Room, Guildhall, and from various other public 
and private sources, were shown. 

As a forerunner of the Tercentenary Celebrations, 
addresses concerning the works and habits of Hull's 
great poet were given by Mr. C. H. Gore, M.A., the 
Headmaster of Hymers College ; Mr. J. E. Forty, M.A., 
Headmaster of the Grammar School ; Miss Cumber- 
birch ; and Mr. T. Sheppard, M.Sc, at a gathering of 
2000 students from the local colleges and secondary 
schools, in the City Hall. This occurred on March 
i8th, -1921. 

The proceedings on March 31st opened with a 
civic procession from the Guildhall to Holy Trinity 
Church, in which the Rt. Rev. the Lord Bishop of 
Durham (Dr. Hensley Henson) gave a sermon. 



Following the service, the boys of the Grammar School 
marched from the church to the statue of Andrew 
Marvell at Savile Street corner, and placed a laurel 
wreath on the pedestal. A luncheon at the City Hotel 
was given by the Hull Luncheon Club, at which Mr. 
Augustine Birrell was the chief guest. Besides the 
Hon. Augustine Birrell, the speakers here were, the 
Lord Bishop of Durham, the Lord Mayor, Lt. Com- 
mander Kenworthy, M.P., Mr. James Downs, J. P., 
O.B.E., Archdeacon Malet Lambert and Mr. T. 
Sheppard, M.Sc. 

Mr. Birrell, the author of a " Life of Andrew 
Marvell " in the English Men of Letters series, gave 
an excellent after-dinner speech. A special menu was 
prepared, and on it was reproduced a portrait of 
Andrew Marvell (Fig. i); a facsimile of entry in the 
Parish Register at Winestead, 1621 (Fig. 2); and a 
reproduction of the Tercentenary Medal (Fig. 3). 

The party afterwards assembled in the Banqueting 
Hall at the Guildhall for the Celebration Meeting, which 
was presided over by the Lord Mayor. The speakers 
were the Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell and the Lord 
Bishop of Durham. Mr. Birrell said he felt that the 
leading part in the celebration ought to ha\-e fallen to 
a Yorkshireman born and bred, instead of a Lancas- 
trian, like himself. But when Yorkshiremen felt a 
disposition to recognise the claim of e\'en so rank an 
outsider as himself to share in their local concerns, it 
would perhaps he a pity to quench the smoking flax or 
to nip with a March wirifl this tender bud of so promising 
a modesty. It was by no means an easy task that he 
had to perform, for although he had the assurance 
fifteen years ago to become Marvell' s biographer, his 
researches soon showed him that Marvell was a difficult 
and elusive character to describe at length. A good 
deal was known about him, but very little of him, and 
Mr. Birrell confessed that he had never felt, even when 
writing the Life, that he really understood ]\Iarvell. 



The thing known about Marvell stood out in sunny 
•outhne, bold and clear — he was most emphatically a 
Hull man. Born at Winestead, near the boundaries of 
the City of Hull, he was brought to Hull in childhood, 
when his father became a master of the Grammar 
School in Hull. That school he attended, and in after 
life he sat in three Parliaments as one of the Members of 
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Fie. I. — Portrait .^.xd Sign,\tiire of Andrew .AIarvelt. 



the Borough of Hull. No one, therefore, could call him 
•a " carpet-bagger,' ' and it had come about that his name 
was as closely associated with Hull as Shakespeare's 
with Stratford-on-Avon, Bunyan's with Bedford, or Dr. 
Samuel Johnson's with Lichfield. There was something 
pious and pleasant in these local associations. He had 
felt in the whole of the proceedings of that da^' the 
spirit of piety. It was also a very fine thing for the 



people of Hull to put aside anxieties about trade — and 
their accustomed amusements — to do reverent respect 
to a citizen of a bygone day. 

It is now more than 240 years since Andrew Marvell 
drew his last breath in his obscure London lodgings, and 
was buried in the old church — now entirely rebuilt — 
St. Giles-in-the-Fields. Two hundred and forty years 
was a long time for a mortal to be remembered. 
Oblivion soon covers most men. Family tradition 
might linger a short while, but if a man or woman were 
remembered beyond the extent of family tradition, 
for good or for ill, he or she had got upon what might 
be called the national note-books. 

One need not stop to inquire why Milton, or Oliver 
Cromwell, or John Dryden — all Marvell' s contempor- 
aries and acquaintances — were remembered, but what 
about Marvell himself ? Why did Hull to-day, amid 
all the stress and strain of life, stop to pay respect to a 
citizen so long dead ? That Marvell was a remarkable 
man was plain enough. He was a line scholar. They 
had Milton's written word for that, and John Milton 
was not a man from whom a testimonial was got easily. 
Marvell travelled not only in the Low Countries and 
Italy, but once got so far as Moscow, where he was sent 
on an unsuccessful embassy to persuade the Czar to 
give us better trade facilities, so anxious was England 
to do business with Russia. And then he sat for 18 
years as Member of one of the worst Parliaments that 
ever met in Westminster — The Long Parliament. All 
his life he was an active man of affairs. His reputation 
must have been great in his own day, but it was worth 
remembering that he was a silent Member ; for though 
he was occasionally called to order by the Speaker, he 
never made a speech, and his name was seldom men- 
tioned in contemporary records. He was, no doubt, 
suspected to be the anonymous author of savage per- 
sonal satires ; but somehow he managed to keep his 
secret unrevealed, and his ears untouched bv the public 
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Hull Grammar School Cadet placing Wreath on Statue. 



executioner. His poetry, now known and loved, never 
appeared in print until three years after his death. 

Marvell, it must be admitted, was in many wavs a 
mystery. Yet, behind this veil there was a tradition 
which had survived. Marvell, he felt certain, was an 
honest man — a House of Commons man to the back- 
bone. He was no fanatic ; indeed, his lack of enthusi- 
asm, as revealed in his letters to the Hull Corporation, 
greatly irritated his most laborious editor, the useful 
and enthusiastic Grosart. He took no part in the Civil 
War, and it was an absurd idea that had prevailed 
that he was a Republican. But he was enthusiastic 
about the Navy, for he was born with the sound of the 
sea in his ears. His reputation could not be built in 

Fig. 2. — Facsimile of Entry in the Parish Register at 

WiNESTEAD, 1 621. 

his distinction as a Parliamentarian. His satires, 
though interesting and full of history, were too savage, 
too rough, too careless, to entitle him to a high place 
in our libraries. His prose writings were so involved 
in controversies that, though they contain many 
striking passages, they were seldon read, save by a 
biographer, or an inveterate controversialist. What, 
then, asked Mr. Birrell, has kept Marvell alive ? The 
answer was, first his strong personal tradition of honesty 
and outspokenness, which, enshrined in anecdotes, 
whether true or false, kept his name pleasantly sounding 
in the ear as the friend of Milton and of his Country. 
Secondly, nowadays, he was remembered for his lovely 
garden poetry. It was the personal tradition which 
kept Marvell's memory fresh in the i8th century, 
when his poetry was unknown — probably Dr. Johnson 
never read a line of it ; and Charles Lamb, in the early 
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igth century, was among the first to show knowledge 
and appreciation. In conclusion, Mr. Birrell prophesied 
that two hundred years hence, Mar veil would be 
recognised, not only in Hull, but throughout the whole 
world, wherever the English language should be spoken, 
with reverence, respect and affection. 

The Lord Bishop of Durham congratulated the city 
very heartily upon the conception of the celebration, 
and also upon the interesting scheme which had been 
worked upon. 

He supposed that at the times that Andrew Marvell 
sat in the Long Parliament of the Restoration as 
member for Hull, this city was one of the most im- 
portant and illustrious communities in the kingdom, 
and yet the population did not exceed, perhaps, 15,000. 
He went on to speak of the intense individuality of the 
citizens of Hull at that time, and said that both Marvell 
and his constituents were conscious of the dignity of 
civic life. Each voter brought to the political life a 
fresh, distinctive and responsible influence upon the 
public life of the city and country. 

When he reviewed communities at the present time, 
he was moved to a desire that he could inoculate the 
life of these great new communities with something of 
that intense individual responsibility and civic loyality 
which marked the smaller communities of the seven- 
teenth century. 

The intimate relation which was disclosed in the 
correspondence between Marvell and his constituents, 
he thought, had no parallel. 

He could not but think that our ipodern representa- 
tives would be the better if they were in close and per- 
sonal contact with their constituents, not by way of 
public meetings, or the noise and advertisement of 
political activities, nor in the view of constant elections, 
but as man to man representing persons deserving to- 
be represented. 

Marvell represented a blend which was but rarely 
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•iound to-day in the strenuous and vulgar business of 
modern life, that combination of fine culture with 
practical politics which redeemed culture from be- 
coming mere dilettantism, and lifted practical politics 
out of being mere vulgar business. That precious blend 
of the best gift of education with the best gift of life's 
experience was but too rarely found to-day. 

Dr. Henson went on to say that he thought that our 
education to-day was too much shadowed and governed 
by the idea of immediate efficiency, and too little 
chastened and elevated by the idea of the fullest sense 
of personal discipline and development. 

For his part, he would gladly simplify the syllabus 
and programme of education to almost the lines which 
were accepted in Marvell's days, if he could purchase 
again that thoroughness, that altitude, that far-reaching 
disciplinary effect which the* education of his time, with 
all its limitations, succeeded in giving. 

Marvell was intensely loyal to his friends, even when 
loyalty meant ris'-:, and his loyalty to Milton was an 
admirable trait. His whole association with Milton 
was honourable to both of them from first to last, 
That Marvell should be on terms of intimate friendship 
with Fairfax, Oliver Cromwell and Milton was evidence 
of his greatness. 

The vote of thanks to Mr. Birrell and the Lord Bishop 
of Durham for their part in the celebrations was pro- 
posed by the Rt. Hon. T. R. Ferens, and seconded by 
Alderman Askew. 

A special medal was struck to celebrate the occasion, 
and was designed by the present writer (Fig. 3). 
Proofs in silver were presented to the visitors by 
Archdeacon Lambert and Mr. James Downs, O.B.E. 

On behalf of the "Society of Yorkshiremen " in 
London, Mr. Louis Ambler, chairman of the council, 
placed a laurel wreath on the marble tablet in the 
Church of St. Giles-in-the-Fields. The wreath bore the 
inscription : — •" To commemorate the Tercentenary of 
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Andrew Marvell, poet, patriot and great Yorkshireman. 
This tribute is placed by the Society of Yorkshiremen 
in London." An account of the proceedings is given 
as Appendix " B." 

The Art Master, Mr. J.J. Brownsword, A.R.C.A., was 
responsible for the designing of the two tram cars which 
were decorated by the students of the Hull Art School 
(PI. I.). 

The design represents, on the upper portion of the 
cars, a continuous frieze of historic figures of Marvell' s 




Fig 3. — Medal struck to celebrate the Marvell Tercentenary. 



time, such as those of King Charles II., Cromwell, 
Prince Rupert, with attendant courtiers. The bodies 
of the cars were decorated with heraldry, and the dash 
has a large historic device with the arms of Marvell. 
On the sides of the cars are panels with the arms of the 
city and Marvell, side by side, and at each side of the 
panels is a ship, symbolical of Hull as a port. 

The whole of the celebrations were well recorded 
in the press, and special articles appeared in the 
"Sphere," " Bookman's Journal," "Nineteenth Century 
Magazine," etc. T. S. 
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The " Hollis " Portrait (contemporary) of Andrew Marvell 
at the age of 4i . 

I'resentcd to llic Corporation of Hull by F. Page-Turner, Esq., now 
exhibited in the Marvell Room in the Wilberforce Museum, Hull 



APPENDIX "A." 

3u fIDemorp of fiDarvell. 

Lines written on the occasion of his Tercentenary. 

Great Marvell, who, with qriickened ear. 
Heard Time's swift chariot crowding near, 
Eager life's little gains to press 
Into the Past's forgetfulness ; 
Not thus on thee the hours have run 
To turn to nought the nobly won — 
But mastered by thy sovereign worth. 
They keep thy name in constant birth. 

Nor yet have men of this thy race 
Renounced that proud and sim.ple grace. 
The generous praise that treasures fast 
Each lamp that lit our historied past ; 
From age to age the honoured name 
By lip and lip is blown to flame. 
And in the mind's continual shrine 
Glows radiant o'er each passion fine. 

Here where three hundred years ago 

Thy life was lit with morning's glow. 

Where boyhood's merry hours were spent 

In mind and body's plenishment — 

In this great town that made thee choice 

To lift for her thy candid voice, 

We gather, happy to rehearse 

Thy virtues writ in deed and verse. 

Much that thou eav'st thy fervent day. 
Reaped by the hour has passed away. 
Yet that leal spirit at the core 
Of moment speech lives e\'ermore, 
Rewaking in a ceaseless Spring 
That flower of perfect fashioning 
Which blooms in every ardent breast 
By patriot will and dreams confessed. 

The lively wit that well exposed 
The false within the dull enclosed, 
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None could per\crt with easy bribe 
Nor stop with threats its nimble gibe : 
Master of thine own mind and soul, 
Free to set face to thine own goal 
So thou didst live, as such couldst die 
Unstained by intrigue's harlotry. 

Duty, that word of sober mien, 
Ne'er withered in thy heart the green 
Delight in honest service shown. 
But seemed a joy within thee grown ; 
And, fearless in the noisy strife 
Of factions fierce and rancours rife. 
Thy wisdom, wit, and strength prepared 
A weapon like a rapier bared. 

Yet couldst thou, close to Court and King, 
And Parliament's mean trafficking. 
Keep fresh thy love of tree and flower, 
And make thy soul a lovely bower 
In memoried gardens planted fair 
Bird -song and fragrance to ensnare. 
How rich the gift, in city pent. 
To keep the child's rapt wonderment ! 

How oft, since thou with mortal eyes 
Read Nature's every sweet surprise. 
Glad gardens have re-caught the prime 
Of last year's ravished summertime. 
But thine, immune from sad decay, 
Dost keep unvext its shining day, 
And birds and boughs and grasses long 
Charm in the vistas of thy song. 

So, proud of our inheritance. 
Linked to thy tame by happy chance, 
We lift the bays thy brows to crown 
In memory of thy high renown. 
Friend of majestic Milton, thou 
Couldst laud where all do reverence now, 
And, thy just praises echoing, 
Tribute o'erflowing words, we bring. 

FRANK NOBLE WOOD. 
Hull. 



APPENDIX "B." 

ZTercentcnai-^ of Hnbrew riDarvell, flD.p. 

COMMEMORATION IN LONDON. 

(Rtvistd and reprinted from The Eastern Morning Newir 
and The Hull News, Hull.) 

I. 

WHILE Hull has been commemorating the Tercentenary o.f 
the birth of Andrew Marvell, the Society of Yorkshiremen 
in London has been paying its tribute ; and this co-opera- 
tion, which was suggested by the Hull Commemoration Committee 
to the London Society, has proved a marked feature of such a 
long-recurring historical celebration. 

On the three -hundredth anniversary of Marvell's birthday 
many officers and members of the Society of Yorkshiremen 
assembled m the old London Parish Church of St. Giles-in-the- 
Fields (near High Holborn), where Andrew Marvell worshipped 
and was buried, and where the Marble Tablet recording his death, 
to the cost of which the Corporation of Hull contributed, still 
exists on an interior wall of the church, though some of the 
words are now almost illegible, and might well be restored as a 
mark of the third centenary celebration. 

Among the Hull and Yorkshire m-en thus gathered together 
were : Mr. Louis Ambler, F.R.I.B.A., chairman of the Council 
of the Society, who placed, on its behalf, a laurel wreath at the 
foot of the tablet ; Lieut.-Col. Sir Albert K. Rollit, K.B., LL.D., 
D.C.L., D.Litt., President of the Society of Yorkshiremen, 1903- 
5 ; Lieut.-Col. Sir Arthur Leetham, R.E. ; Mr. Harold Barton, 
hon. secretary ; Mr. Skelton-Cole ; Mr. Oswald H. Sissons ; 
Mr. Harper- Woodhead ; Mr. J. W. Akam ; Mr. J. Heeley ; Mr. 
W. Calverley, treasurer of the Society ; and many others ; who 
were received by the Rector of the Church, the Rev. Wilfred H. 
Davies, M.A., who identified himself with the ceremonial, and 
read a religious service. 

The Rector then asked Sir Albert RolUt, ex-President of the 
Society of Yorkshiremen in London, to address the meeting, 
who, in responding to the request, said that the call had been 
unexpected, but it was acceptable to him, as a former Mayor and 
Sheriff and an Honorary-Freeman of Hull, to give brief express ion 
at such a memorable moment and anniversary, to the feelings o, 
his brother-citizens living in and near London. The Society of 
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Yorkshiremen in London deserved their most cordial thanks, and 
«specially its Chairman and its Hon. Secretary (Mr. Harold 
Barton), for arranging their pilgrimage to the shrine of Andrew 
Marvell, as did the Rector of the parish for the memorial service. 

Andrew Marvell was a citizen of Hull, and one of high rank and 
renown in Politics and Literature, and to do honour to his memory 
was to do honour to themselves and to their great county of 
York, and its ancient Seigniory of Holderness, and to the old 
City of Kingston-upon-Hull. 

Three hundred years ago Andrew Marvell was born near Hull, 
and his baptism was registered, under date 31st March, 1621, 
at Winestead, in Holderness, of the parish church of which 
(St. Germaine) Andrew's father was the Rector — a local 
association which had led him (Sir Albert) some years since to 
take an interest, as Chairman of the Restoration Committee, and 
log .1 her with the Vicar and members of the Maister, Hildyard, 
and Bailey families, of the last of which he was a near relative, 
in a restoration of the parish church, and especially of its Font, 
as a monument of the Marvells, both father and son, and where he 
had himself added a Lectern in memory of his wife, Mrs. RoUit, 
JLady-Mayoress of Hull. For, Andrew Marvell was among the 
greatest of Yorkshiremen and Englishmen, and an ornament and 
example of his age. He was an incorruptible patriot in a corrupt 
and unpatriotic p9ge of English history, a characteristic of him 
which was admirably portrayed in the deprecatory attitude of his 
statue near the Savings Bank in George Street, Hull, which 
showed him in the historical act of resentfully refusing a kingly 
bribe through the Lord -Treasurer Danby, a royal gift which, as 
an inflexible patriot, he disdainfully rejected from a corrupt 
Court, in the words : '^I live here to serve my constituents ; the 
Ministry may seek men to serve their purpose ; I am not one," 
an example in patriotism for all men and for all time. Yet there 
was no statue, or even a bust, of this Hull worthy Member of 
Parliament in the House of Commons, an omission which he had 
himself noticed when a member of the House, and which the Rt. 
Hon. the Speaker had, upofi his enquiry, confirmed, and which, 
both of them felt, ought to be supplied. 

Andrew Marvell was educated at the Hull Grammar School, 
of which his father, a clergyman and a Cambridge Master of 
Arts, was He'admaster — as he was also Lecturer at the adjacent 
Parish Church of the Holy Trinity at Hull — and William Wilber- 
force, the slave-liberator, a school -boy, and of which he (Sir 
Albert) had formerly the honour to be long the Chairman of its 
Municipal Governors. 

Andrew Marvell, as Member for Hull, was a great Parliament- 
man, and, as such, was revered by its citizens, for he devoted 
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himself to the instruction and guidance of his constituents iir 
current politics and in publicism, and constantly sought to know^ 
and represent, and reahse. their wishes, a duty then more difficult 
than now, with the newspaper press as intermediary, and made 
doublv so by the fact that Hull, with its gates closed by its. 
Governor Hotham against the King and his Forces, and its Siege,, 
was both a military and political storm-centre in the Civil Wars ; 
and he thus amply earned the gratuities of his townsmen ; while,, 
incidentally, he was the last Member of Parliament who received 
a salary from his constituents— of six-and-eightpence for each 
sessional day's attendance ! 

Again, Andrew Marvell was a Poet, and was personally and 
officially associated with the greatest poet of his age, John Milton,, 
with whom he was Latin (Foreign) Assistant Secretary-of-State— 
which sufficiently attested his character and scholarship— and 
whose life he saved ; while his Horatian Ode on Cromwell and. 
his Garden Lyrics finally fixed his high literary rank,— and were 
a reflex of his Yorkshire life as a landscape-gardener, for, like 
our Chertsey's Abraham Cowley, of whom he was a contemporary,, 
he was a poet of Nature, as also of formal-garden-culture, both in 
keeping with his rigidity as a moralist, personally and pohtically, 
and with his insight and pungency as a satirist and polemical, 
pamphleteer. 

One couplet of Marvell — " So much one man can do, that 
does both act and know ! "—had often armed him (Sir Albert) 
in private and pubhc hfe ; it gave expression to the force and 
power of Individuahty, based on Knowledge, as the path to. 
Wisdom ; it expressed the scope and conditions of evolutionary 
education, in the formation of Character, in the gift of the power 
of Knowledge, to be translated into action ; and it subtly sug- 
gested the greater, the proportionate, power of organised thought 
and action— how much more can be done by many units in pursuit 
of great and worthy objectives, in the organisation and activities. 
of the State and the Municipality, through that Chivalry of the 
Age in which we lived, and which consisted in the fulfilment of 
both private and pubhc duty. Thus, at some points, Marvell 
approached the attributes of that " school " of pubhc and philan- 
thropic men identified with Hull and Yorkshire through Wilham 
Wilberforce the Slave-Hberator, also a representative of Hull and 
Yorkshire in the House of Commons, and a great Parhamentarian ; 
and Marvell might well share, in some part, the praise of the- 
epitaph of that Hull and Yorkshire " school " of Pohtical and. 
Social Philanthropists in St. Paul's Cathedral ; " They who seek 
to do good to Mankind tread an open but an unfrequented path 
to Immortality." 

This Service of Homage to the memory of Marvell closed. 
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-with cordial vdtes of thanks to Sir Albert Rollit for his Address, 
to the Rector, and to Mr. Ambler, and the Council of the Society 
'Of Yorkshiremen passed a hearty vote of thanks to Sir Albert 
Rollit, Mr. Ambler, the Rector, and the member? who attended 
at the Church, and of its great appreciation of the further token 
■of their continued interest in the welfare and acti\-ities of the 
Society and of Hull. Expressions of regret for absence were 
received from Mr. Walter S. Bailey, D.L., J. P., Hon. Lieutenant 
K.N.R., of the White Hall, Winestead, Col. Lanc-rnx, M.P., 
and others. 



II. 

ANDREW MARVELL, M.P., FROM THE HULL VIEW -POINT. 

Speech by Lt.-Col. Sir Albert K. Rollit, Fclloic and Senator of 
the University of London., at the Authors' Club, London. 

Speaking as an invited guest of the Committee at the Andrew 
Marvell Tercentenary Commemoration by the Authors' Club, 
Whitehall Court, London, Sir Bannister Fletcher, F.R.I.B.A., 
■ex-Sheriff and Chief-Commoner of the City of London, presid- 
ing, and Dr. \\'orsfold, M.P., acting as Vice-Chairman, of a 
■crowded meeting of Authors, Sir Albert K. Rollit said that 
he thanked the Club for its invitation to him to dine and speak 
on such an historical occasion, and this although he could not 
claim to be an author like themselves, except, indeed, on occasions 
■when he had always found a frank friend ready to console him by 
■saying that he had been the author of his own misfortunes — 
(laughter). And, he was proud to be their invited guest as the 
representative of his native City of Kingston-upon-Hull, \\hich, 
naturally, had a great pride in Andrew Marvell, as one of the 
most eminent of all its citizens. A previous speaker had almost 
denounced Marvell for having never spoken in the House of 
■Commons, adding somewhat sarcastically that, in this respect, he 
had been very unlike his old and distinguished colleague in 
Parliament, his Right Hon. friend, Mr. Augustine Birrell, M.P., 
Lieut. -Commander Kenworthy, M.P. for Hull, and himself — 
(laughter) — during his representation of the South Islington 
Division of London, in the House of Commons, for twenty years, 
the first of whom, as the biographer of Marvell, w as also one of 
their most honoured guests, and had so ably spoken to them 
that evening — (applause). And, perhaps, their in\itation to him- 
■self was justified .by the fact that he had, by the goodwill and 
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favour of his brother-citizens, filled the highest municipal and 
public offices at Hull — as Mayor, Sheriff, and President of the 
Hull Literary and Philosophical Society, and as an Elder Brother 
of the Trinity House, where they possessed an excellent portrait 
of Marvell — (hear, hear). And the memory of Marvell was 
still, and always would be, a source of pride, and a very living 
and uplifting force, in the hearts and minds of the people of Hull, 
his birth-place three hundred years ago. Moreover, a word in 
Marvell's defence might be timely, and even necessary, for Mr. 
Birrell himself had opened his speech by asking : " Now, what 
about this man Marvell?" and this in rather a Chairman-of- 
Ouarter-Sessions tone of voice — (laughter) — which had made him 
glad to be there to give evidence in vindication of Marvell's 
character, and to prove that nothing was known against him in 
Hull, which ought to know — (laughter) — even if Marvell had 
never spoken during his eighteen years' membership in the 
House of Commons, which was more than some present could 
say for themselves — (laughter). But Marvell wrote, while 
others only spoke — (laughter) — JUeva scripta manet ; and 
Mr. Rirrell had happily modified his tone, and had pronounced 
a most able justification of Marvell's name and fame as being a 
high-minded, if not long-winded, politician — (laughter) — in an 
ignoble chapter of English history — (applause). And, even as a 
politician, and in the most trying times, Andrew Marvell earned 
and held for life, and without a break, the trust and confidence 
of his constituents at Hull, and this on the true lines of a 
broad, consistent, and enlightened Constitutionalist, amid sinister 
changes of forms of Government. Again, in the making of 
Marvell, Yorkshiremen realised how his character had been formed 
and moulded by his local environment. Born almost within sound 
of the Humber, and the sea, and breathing its bracing breezes, 
Marvell thus shared that sturdy independence and that vigour 
of thought, speech, and action which are characteristic of York- 
shiremen. This, moreover, was strengthened by Marvell's early 
education at the Hull Grammar School, near the shores of the 
Humber, and by constant contact with his constituents on Parlia- 
mentary and Civic business touching the very varied interests 
of middle-aged Hull and its burghers, in which its gates barred 
against the King's forces, and its Siege, provided much political 
and polemic literature — (hear, hear). Thus Hull made Marvell 
its Member, and Marvell did much to make Hull and History — 
(hear, hear). As its most trusting and trusted representative in 
Parliament, Marvell always sought to serve Hull's best interests, 
and never his own wants and necessities, which were often great, 
and day by day most fully and faithfully informed and advised his 
constituents of the progress and ever -changing aspects of public 
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affairs, and that in days when it was as difficult to keep one's 
ears or head on his shoulders with the pen as with the sword — 
(laughter) — and before the power of the newspaper press aided 
and stimulated public interest and attention — (hear, hear). And 
his constituents reciprocated such service by gifts to him, both 
in money and in kind, and out of kindness, for which there was 
often much need in both his Maiden-lane lodging in London 
and his cottage home at Highgate ; and also by payment of a 
Parliamentary salary of si?v-and-eightpence per sessional day ! 
And what a coincidence — that, at this very Tercentenary, 
Parliament should still be discussing that same old subject — 
payment of its Members ! — which seemed to suggest that the 
Hull plan of three hundred years ago might still be the best 
and most economic solution, and one which would at least give 
some assurance of regular attendance to Parliamentary duties, 
and also secure a say by those who pay — (laughter). 

And, ever since, Hull had always been loyal to the memory 
of its very own son, Andrew Marvell. The City had its gilt 
statue of King William of Orange, and its lofty pedestal monu- 
ment to William ■V\'ilberforce, the Africans' Redeemer ; and, no 
less, its statue of Marvell, by Mr. W. Day Keyworth, a local artist, 
which so well portrayed Marvell in the contemptuous attitude in 
which he rejected his King's gift for services to be rendered ; and, 
long since, Hull had also named a minor street after this one of 
her noblest sons, which led him to ask them to endorse his sug- 
gestion — for he regarded street nomenclature as an effective, and 
economic, and stimulating record, a very outward and visible 
sign, of public and popular service — to the City Council to attach 
that shining name to one of the chief squares or streets of 
Marvell's old city, a proposal which their applause appro\-ed, 
and which he should respectfully submit to the City Council for its 
consideration — (applause) . 

One or two personal reminiscences were recalled in speaking of 
Andrew Marvell, for he (Sir Albert) as Mayor, was long chairman of 
the Municipal Governors of y^ie old Grammar School at Hull, where 
Marvell's father was headmaster and Marvell himself was educated, 
where William Wilberforce was also a small-boy, and which 
was still a flourishing school under an accomplished headmaster, 
Mr. Forty, M.A. And, an incident of his own life-long interest in 
Education occurred when one day the Hon. Mr. Turner, Agent- 
General for British Columbia, brought to him at the House of 
Commons both an encouraging educational message and an 
argument, sometimes needed, for Prize-givings in schools — that 
he (the Agent -General) had then just returned from officially 
visiting the most distant confines and backwoods of his State, 
where he met, in an open boat on one of the great Canadian lakes. 
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a solitary settler, who, Mr. Turner said, as they parted, excused 
himself for asking the personal question whether he knew Sir 
Albert RoUit, of Hull, and begged him to take this message 
to him : — that he had never looked back since, as Mayor and 
Chairman of the Grammar School, he (Sir Albert) had presented 
to him his first and only prize — a strange and far-flung remem- 
brance from a great lone land, which the Agent-General said he 
felt he must deliver personally — hence his kindly call — (applause). 
There had been various and varying estimates of Marvell's 
status politically and poetically, and of his words, and works, and 
worth. As to personal character, and mentality, and scholarship, 
it was sufficient to know that he was the intimate friend of Milton, 
and, officially, his Assistant Foreign-Secretary-of-State, a friend- 
ship which, even if it stood alone, would prove the possession of 
high personal qualities and qualifications. In Literature Andrew 
Marvell stood, if not on a poetic pinnacle or in the highest niche 
of fame, in a very high and permanent place as a man-of-letters. 
As in other cases, so in this, the mind of Ma.rvell was marked by 
a high and wide combination of intellectual and moral forces ; 
and, though there were some lapses to a lower literary level, 
Marvell stood pre-eminent in his " Cromwellian Ode," and in 
his last — and lasting — lines on his King's death on the scaffold : — 

" He nothing common did, or mean. 
Upon that memorable scene ' ' ; 

and especially in his Lyrics on Gardening, and on Gardens which 
he had himself made for Lord Fairfax, at Nun-Appleton, in 
Yorkshire, as he improved even those at Hampton-Court, where 
he resided for some time officially, and which, as he (Sir Albert) 
passed them almost daily, recalled memories of Marvell and of 
Hull — while he excelled all in his verses on formal gardens, thus 
aligning himself, by a coincidence, with his contemporary, 
Abraham Cowley, the Poet of Chertsey, where he (Sir Albert) 
had now long lived among the highlands, and commons, and 
amid the heather and gorse, and pines, and cedars, of the beautiful 
county of Surrey, so much like parts of Yorkshire. 

Finally — to comply with the Club's time-limit of speeches — in 
Marvell's old Hull Grammar School the inscription over the 
Head-Master's seat ran in ancient Greek : — 

Kvr€t\ovv rpia se/iyuar eX"* fSaacXyiov a.sv, 
TovveKa Tov Aonrjv Tov fSacriXya cf>iXet,. 

" O well built royal city, thou haft three crowns; 
' ' Therefore love the king thy benefactor . ' ' 

And, let one of those three Coronets — the Civic Arms of Hull — 
for ever crown the brow of the aforetime Hull Grammar- 
School boy— Andrew Marvell — poet, patriot, politician and 
Parliamentarian— of Kingston-upon-Hull — (applause) . 
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